
  

The Second Sorrowful Mystery  

Scourging at the pillar 

 
Take time to pray with the Sorrowful Mysteries reflecting on the 

scripture verses with each recitation of the Hail Mary. 

1. Before the high priest Annas, one of the guards strikes Jesus in 

the face. Jn. 18:22 

2. Annas sends Jesus, bound, to the high priest Caiphas. Jn. 18:24 

3. They sought false witnesses against Jesus that they might put 

Him to death. Mt. 26:59 

4. Peter denies three times that he is a disciple of Jesus. Jn. 

18:17,25,27 

5. Jesus is brought before Pilate, for only he can issue a death 

sentence. Jn. 18:31 

6. Pilate can find no guilt in Jesus. Jn. 18:39 

7. To appease the Jews, Pilate has Jesus scourged. Jn. 19:1 

8. “It was our infirmities that He bore, our sufferings that He 

endured.” Is. 53:4 

9. “He was pierced for our offenses, crushed for our sins.” Is. 53:5 

10. “By His stripes we were healed.” Is. 53:5 

 

Soldiers, police, chief priests, and elders of the people come to arrest Jesus in 

Gethsemane. They are led there by Judas, who has betrayed his Master. They 

come in large numbers with torches, lanterns, swords, and clubs.  Jesus is not 

taken by surprise. Nor is he taken by force against his will. The Gospels 

highlight how he is actually the one in charge during his arrest, and he freely 

allows the crowd to hand him over to the chief priests.   
 

At Jesus’ trial before the Sanhedrin, there is confusion and disarray. What did 

Jesus say that was so upsetting? All he did was refer to himself as “the Son of 

man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven” 

(Matthew 26:64). We will unpack the meaning of this statement, which is the 

turning point of the trial.  
 

Finally, both Peter and Judas are unfaithful to Jesus on this night, and both 

recognize their sin. But why is one eventually reconciled to Christ and the 

other ends in despair and death? What is the difference between the way 

Peter and Judas respond to their sin, and what lessons can we take away for 

our own lives? 
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Are you the Christ? 

Jesus’ Death and Trial before the Sanhedrin 



 

Use this space to write down any phrases or words that stand out 

from the scripture text or make notes on something that captures 

your attention from the video.   
 

PERSONAL REFLECTION DURING THE WEEK AHEAD.  

Reflect  

Peter wept bitterly when he realized his sin, and he eventually was 

reconciled with Jesus. Judas merely felt badly about his actions. Perhaps 

he was mad at himself, afraid of the consequences, afraid of what others 

would think of him, discouraged by his weakness, tempted to think he 

could never change, and tempted to despair thinking he could never be 

forgiven. Whatever the case, he was more focused on himself than he was 

on his relationship with Jesus. How do you respond when you sin, when 

you hurt someone like your spouse or a friend, or when you hurt your 

relationship with God? In what ways might you be tempted to focus only 

on yourself in those moments? 

 

Commit  

What can you do to be less like Judas when you recognize your faults, 

weaknesses, and sins? How can you keep your focus on God and the 

people you may have hurt through what you have done and what you 

have failed to do? Write down one thing you can do to keep your focus 

on God and others when you make a mistake, a weakness comes out, or 

you commit a sin. Then pray to God each day this week for him to help 

you to do that. 

 

Pray  

Read Psalm 51, a classic psalm of repentance. It describes King David’s 

heartfelt sorrow for having sinned against God. Choose one line from this 

psalm that speaks most to you and prayerfully speak those words to God 

in a way that applies to your life right now. 

 

This picture has the format of a portrait, 

showing only head and shoulders 

against a dark background, but the man’s 

intense and almost agonised expression 

suggests that it is not one. He strains 

upwards, looking at something beyond 

the picture; his eyes glisten with tears.  

The focus is on Saint Peter’s grief for 

having denied knowing Christ in order 

to protect himself after the latter’s arrest. 

After his third denial ‘the Lord turned 

and looked upon Peter’, who ‘went out 

and wept bitterly’ (Luke 22: 61–62). 

The scene emphasises the saint’s 

humanity through his sin and remorse, 

but the message is that with repentance 

comes forgiveness.  
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